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This Week In

Jewish History
The Birth of Tu B’Shvat)

On January 25, 1925, Jerusalem students

transformed an ancient "tax date” into a massive mﬂéﬁéﬂﬁgﬁgﬁﬁﬁm
green movement by planting trees. This launched Qi@
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the modern Tu B'Shvat—the original Jewish "Earth
Day.” It proved that being Jewish means being an

environmental activist, a vibe that soon spread to This week in Leil

Jewish teens globally. With the festival starting the Shishi we learnt
evening of February 1st, we’re now in the about the different
countdown to celebrating our connection to the aspects of Parshas

L planet.
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SCHOOL. OUR CHILDREN'S FUTURE

and more with Pizza TP
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Question for the Shabbos table -If your personality was a tree, what

QG
ins!
"fertilizer" (friends, hobbies, or goals) helps you grow best right now, and and Chi ps:

25-26™ JANUARY
what’s one "pest" (like a bad habit or distraction) you want to clear out of
your branches?

On Thursday we were joined by Year 6 students for their Taster
\_ J Day
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Hashem Grants

Favour
Rabbi S.Schwartz

(The posuk says “And Hashem gave the Jews favour in the eyes of
the Egyptians, and the lent them their gold and silver vessels”

It is fascinating to point out, that despite the Egyptians having
been through the most traumatic year of tremendous pain and
discomfort that came from the makos, they should have hated
the Jews that were the cause of their punishment. The last thing
they would do, would be to lend them their very best items, or for
that matter lend them anything at alllll Yet we see Hashem made
a miracle and actually the Jews and Moishe Rabeinu were seen
as favourable in the eyes of the Egyptians and they did just that!
They lent them happily their fines articles.

Why did Hashem do this?

The message is, the Rabbis tell us that the exile of Egypt was so
intense because the Jews left the confines of their allotted living
places in the land of Goshen and started embracing the Egyptian
culture thinking of this as a way to integrate into society and find
favour in the eyes of the Egyptians. This angered Hashem and the
separation was made between the Jews and the Egyptian
through the terrible exile that followed.

Hashem then showed the Jews that even after all the friction and
hatred that must have been generated though the plagues, they
still viewed the Jews favourably. And the reason for this is, that
favour in the eyes of our gentile neighbours is a G-d given thing,
and giving up on our scared standard isn’t what is going to do it, if
that is against the will of Hashem. Keep to the laws of the Torah
and the favour in their eyes will be given by Hashem!

llluminating the Golus

Yehuda Cohen - Year 12
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This week’s Parsha discusses the final three plagues inflicted upon Egypt,
including the ninth plague, darkness. The Torah describes this darkness as
an intense miracle that covered all of Egypt for three days. During this
time, Egyptians were unable to see one another or even move from their
places, while the Jewish people experienced light in their dwellings.

The Midrash explains that this plague involved two different miracles.
First, there was a supernatural darkness that immobilized the Egyptians.
Second, there was a miraculous light granted only to the Jewish people.
This light was not only physical illumination, but a divine tool with a
deeper purpose.The miraculous light enabled Hashem to keep his
promise to Avraham that his descendants would leave Egypt with great
wealth. Hashem instructed Moshe to tell the Jewish people to take the
riches of Egypt, and during the plague of darkness, the Jews were able to
search Egyptian homes and find their riches. Through the merit of this
divine light, the Jewish people were able to leave Egypt not only free, but
rich, exactly as Hashem had promised.

Chassidus teaches that these physical riches represented something far
deeper. The material wealth taken from Egypt corresponded to great
spiritual treasures—holy sparks that had become trapped within Egyptian
impurity. Through their service to Hashem during their years in exile, the
Jewish people refined and redeemed these sparks of holiness. The
miraculous light helped this process, allowing the Jews to find hidden
places and elevate what had been hidden.

This idea extends beyond leaving Egypt. Even in our current exile, when the
world often feels spiritually dark, every mitzvah and action done for the
sake of Heaven redeems hidden sparks of holiness. The Torah hints that
before the final redemption, Hashem will once again shine a divine light—
one that will guide us out of darkness and allow us to greet Moshiach
wholeheartedly, speedily in our days.
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