Nextweek's — \Winter QM '70 NI Shacharis on Friday
timetable will be ’ . .
Week A Exoms n?11‘7 will start at 8:10

This Week in

Jewish History

( “A Bar Mitzvah at the End of the World,” )

fin early December 1917, during the heroic age of polar h
exploration, a Jewish teenager named Herman Liebschutz
found himself working as part of the wider supply network
connected to Sir Ernest Shackleton’s Antarctic expeditions.
Life at the edge of the world was harsh with freezing winds,
months of darkness, and complete isolation from home. Yet
even in those conditions, Liebschutz did something
remarkable: he marked what is believed to be the first-ever
Bar Mitzvah in Antarctic territory.

With no family, no synagogue, and barely any supplies, he
still read performed his Mitzvah and kept the moment with
dignity and pride. Shackleton is famous for his leadership
under pressure and Liebschutz shows a parallel courage: the
quiet, inner strength of holding onto Jewish tradition even
when it would have been easier to let it go.
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Question for the Table -Why do you think maintaining traditions becomes
even more meaningful when circumstances are challenging? Which Jewish
practice would you work hardest to keep, no matter where you were?
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Rabbi Vadim Blumin, Head of
Delegation to the UK and
Western Europe for the UJIA,
addressed Yavneh Boys on
Monday morning about his role,
the work of the UJIA and
building firm bridges between
Jewish communities in Israel and
the UK.

'MENTIONED IN THIS
WEEK’S PARSHA?

TO ANSWER THIS QUESTION SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW
AND WIN AN AMAZON GIFT VOUCHER!

This week in Leil Shishi we learnt about different Great Jewish people
followed by Cholent & Kugel




Im Lavan Garti

Rabbi Richman

When Yaakov prepares to meet Esav, he first sends a message, “Im Lavan
garti (I lived with Lavan.)” Rashi explains that the word “garti” means “l was a
stranger.” Yaakov is hinting to Esav that the blessings of power and prosperity
never came to fruition. He became neither a prince nor ruler, therefore, there
is no reason to fear or resent him.

This understanding fits naturally with Yaakov’'s humility towards his brother,
bowing, sending gifts, and even referring to Esav as “my master.”
Surprisingly, Rashi offers an alternative explanation of the term “garti”,
explaining that Yaakov was hinting at the gematria of the word being 613.
With this subtle hint, Yaakov was assuring his brother that even in Lavan’s
home, he kept all of the mitzvos, not being influenced by his uncle’s ways.

At first this answer seems rather unnecessary, as it appears the polar
opposite of the humility Yaakov had shown till now. It begs the question as to
why would Yaakov hint at spiritual superiority whilst also acting so
submissively.

Perhaps both answers are in fact two sides of the same coin (See Kli Yakar).
On the one hand, Yaakov is telling Esav, although | have prospered outwardly,
| have not become a great power, as the blessings of dominance that you
fear have in fact not been fulfilled through me. However, don’t mistake that
for spiritual weakness, they were not fulfilled because they were meant for
you and not because of my lack of spiritual merit, after all, | kept a full Torah
life in the most challenging circumstances. Therefore, there is no reason to
envy me, as the blessings have not and will not be fulfilled through me.

We can learn from this entire episode the blueprint of our survival in exile. A
jew has a duel task, on the one hand he may possess great wealth and
influence, yet he must carry himself with humility and modesty, whilst on the
other hand, he must also constantly reinforce his connection to the Torah and
mitzvos, not allowing himself to be influenced by the negative forces around
him.
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Stay close to Hashem

Noam Rose - Year 8
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In this weeks sedra, Yaakov says

"N12 127 DV”
Which means | lived with Lavan.
Rashi says he hinted.
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This means and hints, | lived with Lavan as a
stranger and kept close to Hashem. | wasn’t
influenced by his behaviour even though |
stayed with him for 20 years.

The message is from this, Even when you are
surrounded by people who don’t stay on the
right path you can stay close to Hashem and
keep your own values. Like Yaakov you should
remain resilient and follow your heart.

Good shabbos
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